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Authentic Humility A iE 493k %

2 Corinthians 10-11 #£J5 10-11 James Barnett 29/9/2019

Have you ever been deceived by something that seemed authentic, but turned out to be
a fake? It was flashy and exciting, but not the real deal?
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I remember when Alisa and I visited Beijing nearly 10 years ago. We were struck by
the food. It was so different to what I was used to! I grew up with what I thought was
real authentic Chinese food. Satay Chicken, Mongolian lamb, beef and black bean.
These dishes were usually 4 parts. Meat, sauce, rice, and onion. That’s what I thought
real Chinese food was for years!
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And then when we visited Beijing, it was totally different. We saw what authentic food
was! There was no onion in sight! The meat would often be on the bone and you’d have
to spit out bits of bone. That was totally new to me. At the time I remember thinking —
this isn’t Authentic, where’s the onion, why do I have to spit the bone out! But then I
realised that’s the real stuff. That’s where the authentic awesome flavours where from.
And now we love trying all kinds of different foods and eating them like they should be
eaten. If you think you’ve got the most authentic dish from your area that’s better, I
would love to come and try it.
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I was deceived into thinking I knew what real food was, we can be deceived thinking
we know what authenticity is. It is often far more humbling than we imagine.
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It 1s the same following Jesus. There is the real and authentic good news about Jesus.

That he has died for us. Our sins are forgiven, brought into God’s family. And this has
nothing to do with us, it’s all a gift of God’s grace. But we can also be deceived. We
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can be distracted by flashier versions. A gospel that might seem more exciting but isn’t
really good news.

SREAIRER AL A XAR . A K THRORGY ALK AR G95F 0 &0 A KA M, KATHY 5
MIRIR, WHAPRE, IR RMMENTTHREA X R, 2402 L& Baagild,
12 BATEL T RE T I RATTT AR AR AR AR I AG 4B F A9 IR AL R A8 o RIS
i@ T AR AARAR R SANSE, EHARRAEENITFH L,

Paul is worried about this church in Corinth. We could summarise this whole letter of 2
Corinthians as “Don’t be deceived”. They’ve been deceived by these preachers who’ve
come in. People that Paul calls the Super Apostles. And the church of Corinth was in
danger of following a different version of Jesus. One that isn’t authentic, one that was a
fake.
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Paul calls them back and he will show that he is no fake apostle. But he’s the real deal,
and authentic apostle of Jesus. And he’ll show that the real deal doesn’t need to look
flashy or powerful. Paul is humble because it is God that has the power. Paul points to
his humility as a marker of an authentic apostle.
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1. Authentic Teachers iE T 693 JF
Please have your bibles open to 2 Corinthians 10. Paul is going to hold up his ministry
and message compared to the Super Apostles. He’s not just defending himself, but he is
teaching the church to be able to discern what an Authentic teacher looks like.
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! By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you
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Paul doesn’t come fighting against the Super Apostles as they would. He doesn’t wage
a war of words. He comes as the clay jar, weak, and breakable. He comes like Jesus.
With the humility and gentleness of Christ. That’s how he will rebuke and restore. He
speaks with gentleness, giving them a chance to repent, not bringing condemnation.
And he comes with humility — not weakness, but patience. Because he knows that God
has had patience with him too.
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And he comes begging. This is a leader begging. Because there are more important
things that his own feelings or how they view him. Or even his feelings of shame and
saving face. Ch10
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I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with you, but “bold”
toward you when away! 21 beg you that when I come I may not have to be as
bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards
of this world.
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Repent! So that when I come we can be restored and I don’t have to be bold like you
think you want me to be.
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Because if they don’t repent, Paul will come with power and boldness. Not just like the
flashiness and powerful speech of the Super Apostles, but with God’s divine power,
from verse 4. God’s power can demolish strongholds.
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The Super Apostles who had infested Corinth looked powerful and flashy. But the
church of Corinth in verse 7, has judged by appearance. They have judged a book by
it’s cover and don’t see them for who they are.
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Paul opens the book on the Super Apostles and shows what they really are. And he
compares them with a real, authentic, and humble apostle.
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12We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend
themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare
themselves with themselves, they are not wise.
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They are comparing themselves with each other. Hey, you look great. Thanks, you look
great too! Hey, let’s all pat each other on the back. I’ll write a letter of reference for you
saying how great you are, and you write one for me. They are boasting in themselves,
that 1s not wisdom but foolishness.
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Instead what does an authentic apostle do? Vs 13.
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We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our boasting
to the sphere of service God himself has assigned to us, a sphere that also
includes you.
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Paul boasts in what God has given him. The church of Corinth itself. But the Super
Apostles are boasting beyond their limits. Boasting of what Paul and others had done.
But Paul’s boast isn’t about what he’s done, but what God has done in them, so that the
gospel may spread.
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Paul then closes it off, if you want to know who the authentic teacher of God is, you
should be asking God. Vs 18.
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For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom
the Lord commends.
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Who is God commending? The church might not think it was Paul because they’ve
been judging by appearances. He’s suffered and looks weak.
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But that’s just outward appearance. Paul here identifies himself closely with Jesus.
Christ is the one who is commended by God, raised to life even though he died. And
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Paul is working in ministry like him. Chapter 10:1 — he appeals with humility and
gentleness of Christ, and then in the second half of chapter 11. Paul leans into how
foolish people think he looks.
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If you think I’'m a fool compared to these super apostles. Let me be upfront. Let me be
completely clear with you.
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This 1s what humility looks like. I know my worth because Jesus himself loves me and
has given me a message to preach — not because of how the world views me. And so
Paul lists what makes him look like a fool. Chapter 11:21.
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Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare
to boast about. >> Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am 1. Are
they Abraham’s descendants? So am I. ?* Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of
my mind to talk like this.) [ am more. [ have worked much harder, been in prison
more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and
again. 2* Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. ?° Three
times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, *°I have been constantly on
the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger
from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in
the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. ' I have labored
and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and
have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. ?® Besides everything
else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.  Who is weak,
and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?*° If I
must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.
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Paul has endured much so that he could be spreading the gospel. He was able to do this
because his identity was fully in God. He knew he was commended by God. He has
gone to great lengths to give the church a framework for testing their teachers.
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What are they boasting about? Themselves, or the power of God to use even weak clay
jars. Are they more concerned with style over substance? Are they more worried about
outward appearance compared to how they appear to God? How do they compare
powerful flashy preaching with Paul’s patient and gentle love?
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This 1s a helpful framework for us as well.
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Who are the people that we are following and what drives us to be like them? Who are
we becoming ourselves? Are we people of substance and humility following God? If
we have kids they copy the way we behave, the godly bits and the ungodly. If we have
younger siblings they often look up to us. You might love the way Nick Freestone plays
the guitar and want to copy the way he dresses. We imitate our heroes. Paul says in 1
Corinthians 11 to follow me as I follow Christ.
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As the Next Gen Pastor, I’m the leader of our kids and youth ministries, they follow me
— even if they don’t realise it. The things that I talk about and value are the things that
they value.
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One of my favourite parts of ministry is working with our young preachers. Those at
Boom, kid’s church and youth. It’s always daunting for me when I give someone
advice — maybe you could say something like this — and then I hear those exact words
coming out of their mouths! So for me, with my area of influence it is so important that
I have humility like Paul and don’t become overconfident like the Super Apostles.
Imagine if I started to think like them and make it all about me!
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I know that people are following me. So I need to make sure that I’'m walking
following Jesus, commended by God. And for me I also need to be walking with
someone else. So I’ve been seeking for a new mentor to keep me accountable. Someone
that is following Christ.
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Who are you following, and who is following you? Who is making an appeal to you to
follow Jesus like Paul did. It is so important that all of us have people that can feed into
us, to call us out when we’re running away, being deceived.
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And are you becoming someone like Paul — humble and aware of how God has gifted
him. Someone that is worth following. Wouldn’t it be terrible if we become fake or
found out that we loved those presenting a fake gospel?
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The Church in Corinth had been deceived and they had begun following the wrong
people. Paul says; judge what God commends, not the world. Look at the ministry I’ve
been involved in, it’s about you and not me.

TS OH AT, AT ERMEEIRGA. RF D A B X2 69 R IRAF
FIBF 94T, MR AEE AL IR, AREEMBGFE, RXTIHS
AW, REXTHRT W,

The church needed to step back and reassess who they were following, and follow the
authentic apostle.
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2. Authentic Humility focuses on the Gospel & iE 89 % % & T 433
Paul could have easily gotten angry and defensive. He could have defended his position
out of fear of not being seen as THE APOSTLE. But he’s not worried about himself,
because authentic humility focuses on the good news of the Gospel. Ch 11.
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21 am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to
Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3 But I am afraid that
just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be
led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.
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Paul is so concerned for this church and where they are heading. He doesn’t want them
to be deceived from what they believed. They had a pure devotion to Christ, but
because of the Super Apostles that has all changed.
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They have been so deceived by these Super Apostles that Paul can say that it’s a
different gospel about a different Jesus in verse 4. They have been promised to God,
and Paul describes it like a marriage. And he is the Maid of honour who has introduced
the church to Jesus, and now he keeps watch making sure the church is ready for the
day of the wedding.
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Paul wants them to be ready and wait for Jesus. But they’ve instead run off with a poor
rip of, inauthentic version of Jesus. Just as the serpent deceived Eve away from God,
these teachers are nticing the church away. Paul refers to them as Satan’s servants in
verse 14 and 15. In Genesis 3, the serpents cunning was his deceptive speech. The
cunning of these false teachers was their attractive and persuasive but fake gospel.
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It’s not exactly clear what this different version of Jesus was. But it’s likely that they
had added to the requirement of having faith in Jesus. Whether it was circumcision and
following the old testament law or something else.
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In one sense they make Christianity seem easier. Do these things, follow these laws,
and cut off some skin to be saved. But Paul is so angry because it destroys what is good
about the good news of the gospel. That God’s love for us is a gift. One that cannot be
earned. And so instead of striving we rest on God’s goodness to us.
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Knowing Jesus himself is so important that Paul doesn’t even want to be a financial
burden on the church.
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2 And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under
those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they
boast about. #For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading
as apostles of Christ.
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They will come and take your money and leave you with a poor rip off version of Jesus.
Paul says, I will come and charge you no money. All because he is so concerned that
this church will run off from Jesus.
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There were false teachers then they needed to be aware of. And there are also different
churches teaching about different Jesus’ today. You’ll encounter people knocking on
your door wanting to tell you about their Jesus, or hear other versions of the Son of
God. Here are 4 questions to test if a teacher is authentic or fake.
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1. What is their source? #4149 kR &+ 4 ?
Anything other than the bible is not reliable. 2 Peter 1 says that we don’t follow
cleverly invented stories about Jesus, but instead it’s eye witness truth.
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2. What is the message? #.A16913 & 21+ 4
For the authentic teacher — Jesus is at the very centre. For the fake teacher, Jesus will be
there, but he is off on the peripheral, because they have a different message. Jesus can
often be attached to the side.
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3. What character is produced? /= & 1+ 4 So 4% ?
True teachers seek humility, holiness, and gentleness. Whereas false teachers, like the
Super Apostles, boast about themselves and despise others authority.
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4. What is the reason for their message? #A1Z12 49 B A A&+ 4 ?
The authentic teacher asks — what does God say in his word. The fake teacher asks
what do people want to hear, what is flashy and exciting today.
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We should not be naive to think that everyone who says I follow Jesus is following the
same Jesus. But we can be prepared to understand who Jesus is from the bible, and
question other peoples view of Jesus.
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It’s not just teachers that can deceive us away from following Jesus. The church in
Corinth had confused appearances with God’s blessing. But Paul has corrected their
Views and shown what a humble and authentic Apostle looks like.
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We can be deceived too. Thinking of a certain picture of success as a church and as a
Christian. I should be this good now. I should be this mature, leading in this ministry. I
shouldn’t have to still deal with this sin. And the church, well it should be bigger and
better. My ministry area should be the best.
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But we can judge by appearances and not how God judges.
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We need to be aware of cultural success markers that we bring into the church. That we
want to look powerful, but Paul looked weak.

HMNEEZEZRDNEMNTAHKSY BT IFE. RMNEELRZE K, {26k
?%—i*‘%\};’% )

Common way we can be deceived is thinking about the size of our church or ministry
area. We judge so often based of size as an outward appearance, as if that was the way
to test whether something was faithful to God’s call to make disciples.
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We can jump on the treadmill of competition and comparison over the size of church or
ministry. Thinking that bigger must equal better. Or that a church of this size is the
best, and it shouldn’t change.
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But a small church can be healthy or deceived, all the same as a huge church.
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I’ve loved seeing markers of health in the church in the stories on social media and the
news. I’ve loved seeing what God has been doing.
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Be careful not to be deceived to have a certain view of church because of how viewed
by outward appearance.
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I’ve been reading about the history of Christian mission in China recently and read
about the Taiping Rebellion in the 1850’s. It was lead by a man named Hong Xiuquan.
He had found out about Christianity from little pamphlets about the bible that were
spread around. And while it seemed he became a Christian and wanted to see China
become a Christian country, he totally changed many things.
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He believed that God wanted him to found a heavenly kingdom on earth. He argued
that Jesus wasn’t equal with God but just his first son, and that he was God’s second
son. He had dreams and visions that he was to slay demons and lead God’s kingdom.
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He totally changed the good news of the gospel and made it about himself. He believed
dreams which contradicted the bible, which set himself at the top.

MZERLTHREIOTHE, ThAEXTRAT, B 5X2mFE, &
ATRAET RN,

We might not think that we will lead a rebellion like that here in Chatswood. But we
can be deceived to think that being a Christian is all about me. We place ourselves over
God’s word and ignore parts of it we don’t like and don’t obey the things we don’t
want to. Instead of humility and accountability we fool ourselves into thinking that we
are okay on our own. We get focusses on our little kingdom in Sydney instead of God’s
kingdom.
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Let’s be a church that is humble. People who are willing to encourage and correct
others and be corrected ourselves. Let’s be people who long to follow Jesus and not be
deceived into following a fake Jesus — but the very Son of God who reveals God his
father to us.
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